
Stephanie Thompson knows her daughter Nicole 
is bright and clever.  She loves Dora the Explorer. 
She is creative and enjoys coloring, dressing up, 

doing puzzles and building things with blocks.  At 16 
months she would crawl into bed and tuck herself 
in, and at 18 months she could dress and undress 
herself.  But as Nicole got older her family started 
to become concerned with her speech and social 
skills.  Stephanie’s mother, a daycare provider of 40 
plus years, had recently attended a seminar on sensory 
processing disorder and suspected that a lot of Nicole’s 
behaviors were red flags for autism spectrum disorder.  
Stephanie’s concerns were confirmed after speaking to 
Nicole’s pediatrician.  

Nicole’s dad, Mike, recalls how it felt when Nicole 
was diagnosed with autism at 21 months.

“For me, as Nicole’s father, I was heartbroken.  At 
two years old, it was not what I wanted to hear for 
my daughter.  I was scared to death because I knew 
absolutely nothing about autism.  You want the best for 
your children and to hear that they may have limitations 
is hard to handle.  It meant learning about how to best 
help Nicole so that autism does not limit her as she 
progresses through life.” 

Nicole was initially referred to the local hospital and 
school district by her pediatrician, but it wasn’t until a 
family friend mentioned Boyer that Stephanie called.  
Boyer employs evidence-based practices to help children 
with autism, like Nicole, and other conditions, reach 
their highest potential. To begin Nicole’s treatment, 
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Stephanie connected with Boyer Family Resources 
Coordinator Jenny Thies.  “She was such a wealth of 
information and got everything rolling in hopes to get 
Colie in as soon as possible.”

Nicole started attending preschool classes at Boyer 
as well as participating in individual occupational and 
speech therapy sessions.  “All the staff took us by the 
hand and guided us through the start of something that 
could have been a very scary thing for Colie and our 
family, but it wasn’t. Boyer welcomed our family with 
open and embracing arms. I felt so safe, and I knew they 
would help us through this!”  One concern Stephanie 
and Mike had was making sure Nicole’s older brothers 
understood the new challenge facing their family.  “With 
the great guidance of Boyer they made the reality less 
scary.  Both boys took turns attending classes with me 
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Nicole with Boyer preschool teacher Amy Barnes.

Tomorrow’s Child
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“Boyer welcomed our family with open 
and embracing arms. I felt so safe, and I 
knew they would help us through this!”
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Visit Boyer Children’s Clinic Online
Visit www.boyercc.org to find:

n	 Links to information and online resources for early childhood 
development

n	 Pictures of our events, volunteers, classrooms, and more
n	 Recent newsletters and annual reports
n	 Volunteer opportunities and upcoming events
n 	 Videos about Boyer, our programs and the families we serve
n	 Online donation opportunities that support the children and 

families at Boyer Children’s Clinic
n	 Address update forms; tell us which types of mail you want us to 

send you, or sign up to receive our e-newsletter  

If you have questions or comments about this newsletter, please 
contact Michael Stewart at mike.stewart@boyercc.org

When you include Boyer Children’s 
Clinic in your planned giving, you may 
be able to take advantage of significant tax 
benefits, while simultaneously providing 
for the care of tomorrow’s generations 
at Boyer.  Your planned gifts help ensure 
that future challenges and economic 
fluctuations will not impede Boyer’s 
mission of providing the best solutions for 
each child and family, regardless of their 
financial situation. Please consult your tax 
advisor for more detailed information on 
how you can leave a legacy of hope for the 
children at Boyer Children’s Clinic. 

Invest Today for a 
Child’s Tomorrow

Allen Murray, President; Gwendolyn C. Payton,Vice-President;  Jacob M. Burns, Treasurer; 
Suzanne Singla, Secretary; John H. Pierce, Immediate Past President; Derek Arndt, 
Director at Large; Mike Cadigan; Robert M. Howie; Jack Kindred; Kraig McCoy; 
Julie Bethke Scanlan; Heidi Westling; Randy Wootton; Michael K. Stewart, Executive Director

Board of 
Directors  
Spring 2011

Core Value Statements
1) 	 Promote independence and physical, cognitive, 

behavioral, communication, emotional and social 
growth in children.

2) 	 Honor each family’s unique strengths and challenges.

3) 	 Deliver services in a culturally sensitive, family-
centered manner.

4) 	 Provide services in settings that are appropriate to the 
child and family.

5) 	 Provide services to children and their families 
regardless of their ability to pay.

6) 	 Support and grow a superior staff that develops 
and delivers the highest quality services in a team 
environment.

7) 	 Maintain a strong and stable financial structure.

8) 	 Provide quality stewardship of public and private 
funds.

9) 	 Foster ongoing working relationships with key 
medical, business, civic and educational partners.

10) 	Be a leader and valued resource in the community 
promoting services for children.

11) 	Support and encourage diversity in all phases of the 
agency’s operation.

12) 	Advocate on behalf of the children we serve and their 
needs and interests.

Mission Statement
Boyer Children’s Clinic improves 
the quality of life of children with 
neuromuscular disorders or other 

developmental delays by providing the best 
solutions for each child and family.

Vision
Each child in the Greater Seattle area 
will have the opportunity to reach his/
her full developmental potential, and 
each family will have the skills and 

support to parent its child.



It Takes A Little Help To Make It On Your Own  •  It Takes A Little Help To Make It On Your Own 

www.boyercc.org    3

•  It Takes A Little Help To Make It On Your Own  •  It Takes A Little Help To Make It On Your Own

Meet Joanna Vong: Boyer Volunteer and Therapy Student

Joanna Vong is a Seattle native 
who recently graduated from the 

University of Washington.  She has 
volunteered at Boyer since June 
2010 both in the classrooms and 
by shadowing our occupational 
and physical therapists.  She is 
currently applying to Occupational 

What have you learned 
from you time volunteering at 
Boyer?

“I have learned so much it is 
hard to pick just one or two things!  
Overall I think I have learned how 
to communicate with children 
much more effectively; the Sign 
Language and hand motions used 
in the classroom were new to me.  I 
have also learned so much from the 
therapists I have shadowed, which 
makes me even more excited to 
start OT school.” 

Meet Our Volunteers is a new feature to 
recognize and thank the volunteers who 
support Boyer throughout the year in a 
variety of positions. If you know a Boyer 
volunteer whom you’d like to recognize, 
please contact Eileen Burke at 206-876-
3520 or eileen.burke@boyercc.org.

Therapy school and would love to 
work for Boyer one day.

Why do you volunteer at 
Boyer?

“I love kids, especially the ages 
birth to three.  They brighten your 
day.  Also, since I am interested in 
becoming an occupational therapist 
I wanted to get some experience 
and learn more about pediatric 
therapies in particular.”

What do you like most 
about Boyer?

“What I like most about Boyer 
is that no one is turned away 
regardless of whether or not they 
can afford services.  I feel like Boyer 
reaches out to as many people 
as they can in the community.  I 
also think the staff is amazing, 
so compassionate, caring and 
supportive.”

For procurement, sponsorship or registration inquiries, 
please visit www.boyercc.org or email 

kathleen.barry@boyercc.org or call 206-876-3519

Save the Date! 
Saturday, November 5, 2011

6:00 P.M.
Fairmont Olympic Hotel

Spanish Ballroom 
Seattle

Inspiring Journeys 2011
An Auction Gala to Benefit Boyer children’s Clinic
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continued from page 1 of a person performing a specific 
behavior. In Nicole’s case, it helped 
solidify her ability  to imitate the 
hand motions that went along with 
the songs sung in her preschool class.  

Nicole’s occupational therapist, 
Caroline Umeda, adapted Video 
Modeling and other evidence-
based approaches proven to be 
successful with older autistic 
children, to help Nicole.  Due to 
the success of these intervention 
strategies with Nicole, Caroline 
Umeda and one of Nicole’s special 
educators, Kris Echigo, recently 
presented their work with Nicole 
at the first Judith Moore Evidence-
Based Practice Lecture Series 
which focused on autism and early 
intervention practices.  The title 
of the lecture on January 20, 2011 
was “The Neurobiology of Autism: 
Implications for Early Intervention 
Practice.”  Individuals from a variety 
of professions and backgrounds 
including occupational,  physical, 
and speech therapists,  family 
resources coordinators, pediatricians, 

Nicole working with special educator Kris Echigo.

and Colie.  Boyer was great at 
bringing them into the activities 
and showing them the best ways to 
help her.”

Her family became more 
comfortable with her new diagnosis 
and Nicole began to thrive under 
the one-on-one time spent with 
her therapist.  Stephanie recalls 
Nicole learning to sign “more” 
within the first week and how 
quickly she would learn to do 
something new.  “Many times 
I felt myself hold back tears, 
because of the great progress and 
accomplishments she was making 
in such a short period of time.”  

One specific therapy method 
that benefited Nicole was the 
use of video to teach new skills.   
Children with autism can have a 
hard time focusing their attention 
on real people, but research has 
shown that they are able to focus 
and learn from people in videos. In 
Video Modeling, a child can learn a 
functional skill by watching a video 

and members of other early 
intervention programs attended the 
very successful event.  

When asked if they would 
mind if Nicole was included in 
the case study, both Stephanie and 
Mike agreed it was the least they 
could do for Boyer.  “Considering 
all that Boyer has done for us, with 
teaching us how to help Nicole, 
with letting all of our family come 
and participate in her education, 
from just being a great bunch of 
people and friends for Stephanie 
and Nicole, I was beyond happy to 
help Boyer by letting Nicole be a 
case study.  I felt it was the least we 
could do to help repay Boyer for 
everything they have done NOT 
just for my daughter, but for our 
entire family.”

Before attending Boyer, Nicole 
would only make eye contact with 
her mother and was easily frustrated.  
Since starting services at Boyer, 
Nicole is now able to communicate 
her needs and wants in a variety of 
different ways which reduced her 
frustration, and she is much better 
at making eye contact with other 
people.  Stephanie says her family 
is so grateful. “Boyer has been the 
best thing for Colie, and our family.  
I saw Colie and myself grow so 
much closer because of the gift of 
information that Boyer gave to me!” 
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South Seattle Satellite

Save the date! 
On Monday, June 27, 2011 from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. 

Dr. David Epley will be conducting vision screening 
tests at Boyer, available to all Boyer children who are not 
currently under the care of a pediatric ophthalmologist.  
There are limited spaces so please make an appointment.  
For more information or to make an appointment call 
Boyer at 206-325-8477. 

United Way of 
King County 
Makes a Difference

United Way of King County provides 
critical financial, volunteer and training 
support to Boyer to meet our mission, 
and we support United Way of King 
County to reach its priority of fostering 
school readiness for young children.

In 2010-2011, United Way of King 
County will contribute over $157,500 
to Boyer for our work in their Priority 
Area of Early Learning. Specifically, 
Boyer’s services help parents or guardians 
acquire or strengthen their parenting skills 
and help children with developmental 
disabilities or delays achieve the highest 
possible level of functioning. 

United Way of King County funding 
is a critical source of support, allowing 
Boyer to offer services to any child in 
need regardless of their family’s financial 
circumstances.  When you make a 
donation to United Way of King County, 
you are making an investment in the 
whole community. United Way of King 
County offers training opportunities, links 
volunteers with nonprofit organizations, 
and funds almost 160 local agencies. 
Whether you choose to support the 
United Way of King County’s Priority 
Areas or designate your donation directly 
to Boyer Children’s Clinic, we deeply 
appreciate your continued support. 

Boyer Children’s Clinic offers therapy and 
education services at our South Seattle Satellite, 
located at the Seattle Children’s PlayGarden. Please 
talk to your family resources coordinator about 
scheduling at this location. 

June Vision Screening 
for Boyer Clients
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Bobbi Robinson
Katie Rudlang-Choi and  

Teddy Choi
Seattle Police Employees’ Charity 

Fund
Alison Shaw
Randy Sherwood
Suzanne and Sumeer Singla
Sheila Sternberg
James Swantz
Paul Swegle
Heather and Jeff Thoren
Dick Tompkins and Bryna Webber
Megan Wallent and Anh Hoang
Wendy Watt and Ray Derryberry
Liz Wheelwright
David Young
$100 - $499
Brian and Christine Acarregui
Bruce and JoAnn Amundson
Jackson Angellar
Anonymous (2)
Nancy and Jack Armo
Becky Aronchick
Bill Arvish
Samantha Atkin and  

Andrew Weinstein
Jon and Jan Bakken
Jennifer and Mark Bales
Kathleen Barry
Diane Bartruff
Matthew Bartruff
Peter and Kristi Benda
Barb and Curt Bennett
Dr. Abraham Bergman
Robert Birkby
W. Kenneth LaForce and  

Cathryn Booth-LaForce
Mike Buckley
Eileen Burke and Andy Casey
Jesse Burns
Cascade Dafo, Inc.
Pablo Chacon
Fay Chapman
Warren & Fay Chapman
Ms. Deborah Chickadel
Michelle Chinn and Steve Tamaki
George Clements
Mark Craemer and Dina Johnson
Chris Dack
Aron Demsky and Suzanna Eller
Doucette Enterprises Llc
Photias Dumont
Robert and Julita Eleveld
Julie Ellner and Robert Bernstein

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Tom Fitzpatrick
Barbara Gambetti
Paul T. Gioia
Angie Groepper
Teresa Harkins
Ed Hewitt
Craig L. Higgins
Bruce Hilyer
Carole and Rick Holbrook
Morton and Beverly Holmgren
Bill and Judith Hooper
Will Howie
Ellen L. Jensen
Jesse Jones
Carolyn Kates and Skip Dreps
Paul and Brenda Katz
David Kendall
Dan and LaDon Kessler
Irwin Kleinman
Duane Klemp
Mrs. Shana Kruse
Josh and Colleen LaBelle
Michael Laing
S Landau Services
Margaret Lane
Dr. Anne Leavitt and  

Mr. Joel Bodansky
Laura and Gary Leeman
The Lerch Family: Scott, Jennifer, 

Kyle and Nicole
Betty Loomis
Sandra and Frederick Mabbott
John MacDonald
Scott Marshall
Master Builders Association
Jeffrey and Ethel Maxwell
Tyler Mayfield
David and Linda McCammon
Iain and Melanie McDonald
Darrell McKissic and  

Leslie Nellermoe
Mark and Donna McNeal
Jack McRae
Suzanne Mezger
Aileen Miholovich
Jannah-Rae Mike
Milliman
Hugh and Dr. Jane Moore
Allan Muchmore and  

Maribeth Calvit-Muchmore
Allen and Brett Murray
Dave Nelson
Rainier Nombrado
Jose M. Oglesby

Contributions from October  1, 2010 - December 31, 2010

$50,000 and Above
United Way of King County
$10,000 - $49,999
Stephen and Salli Bauer
The Medina Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
$5,000 - $9,999
Sherman Alexie and  

Diane Tomhave
Mark and Linda Greenlaw
Lane Powell
Jeremy Meyer
John and Vicki Pierce
Kelly and Cheryl Pleas
Karen and James Solimano
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 

Church
$1,000 - $4,999
Adobe Systems, Inc.
Anonymous
Chris Backschies
Jacob and Catherine Burns
Mike and Kathy Cadigan
Carillon Point
Lynn Carr
Monica Clements and  

Robert Thurston
Cooper-Levy Trust
Council for Children & Families
Cherylynne and David Crowther
Patrick and Amy Durocher
Penny Freedman
Mark Frey
John Gaines
Larry and Rondi Gangnes 
David and Jessica Garrick
Leon and Erika Giles
Jack and Nancy Goldberg
Jill Gormley
Bob Hall
Mike Harman
Christine and Scott Hill
Bob Howie and Maria Milano
Kawabe Memorial Fund
Kathleen and Jack Kindred
Ethel and Jeffrey Maxwell
Sara and Ryan Maxwell
Kraig and Deven McCoy
Kristin McKinnon
Microsoft Corporation
John Neeleman and  

Gwendolyn Payton
Jeff and Keri Peffer
Timothy and Laura Perry

Ryan and Pam Pleas
Premera Blue Cross
Ms. Jean Alvord Rhodes
Chuck and Jane Riley
Riley and Nancy Pleas Family 

Foundation
Schiff Foundation
Amy Sidell
Leonard Sorrin and Kay Deasy
Joan and Douglas Stewart
Aaron Stolpman
Sayeh Taghavi
The Loomis Foundation
James and Nancy Thoren
Peter Wasserman
Alex and Amy Wasserman
Taletta Wibmer
Emmett and Dana Wootton
Wright Runstad & Company
Tom and Billie Ylvisaker
$500-$999
Ginny Allemann and Jerry Howe
JoAnn Amundson
Rachel and Steve Anderson
Joel and Maureen Benoliel
Frank and Cindy Bonaro
Bruce and Tina Borrus
Estate of Edythe G. Boucher
Mark & Cheryl Buettemeier
Dave and Michelle Busch
Darren and Nicole Casey
Carmine and Diane Chickadel
Combined Federal Campaign of 

King County
Ed Doucette
Ehrlich Donnan Foundation
Empire Facility Services, Inc.
Employees Community Fund of 

Boeing Puget Sound
Robert Farrow and  

Pam Klein-Farrow
John Ferraro
Kalli and Josh Goodwin
Mr. David Haldi
Peggy Halwachs
Janelle Jones
Jackie Kannier
Urs Koenig and Catherine Parker
Dana and Jay Krueger
Sue LeDent
Greg Mackey
Amy and Tim Owens
Tony Pereira
Dana Pigott
Neal Piliavin and Therese Joyce
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Mark Olague
Mike and Susan O’Leary
Zachary Olsson
Scott and Julie Pattison
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Purcell
Aleksandra and  

Pedja Radmanovic
Ronald and Lois Ralph
Randal and Katy Ramig
Wendy Rea
RealNetworks Foundation
David and Kathy Reed
Michael Rimkus
Gigi Rostomily
David Ruddick and Crista Prince
Willow Russell
Brendan and Julie Scanlan
Ms. Lisa Schubert
Mark Schulz
Bill Scott
Glen and Marcia Scott
Marciarose Shestack
Elizabeth A. Sims
James Spridgeon
Starbucks Foundation
State of Washington Combined 

Fund Drive
Mr. Jeffery Stein
Mimi Sternberg
Kathy and Doug Stewart
Michael and Kristin Stewart
Brian Stoelker
Jafar and Sudi Taghavi
Lilly Y. Takemoto
Mary Anne Thorbeck
Robert Thurston
Marcus and Rebecca Topp
LeRoy and Dorothy Topp
Truist
United Business Machines
Ms. Thuy Vu
Margaret Webb
Suyan Wen and Leroy Brunk
Jim and Heidi Westling
Marnie and Chris White
Shannon Wolfe and  

Kayvaan Ghassemieh
William Wright and  

Pauline Ashman
Steven Young
J. William Zook, Jr.
$99 and Under
Shalini and Michael Adams
Anonymous (3)
Adrienne Antink

Supported by  
United Way of King County

Jim and Sue Bates
Sheryl, Alex, and Kai Borton
Ryan Bottini
Ann Bowers
Sharon Boyer
Tom and Mary-Ellen Buchanan
Kelvie and Justin Buckley
Elizabeth Bullard
Steve and Debbie Butler
Eileen Cadiente
Jean Campbell
City of Seattle
Beth Clark
Elaine Clark
Lynn Coker
John Coleman
Suzie and Ed Curti
Bing Bing and Kai Lei Cutter
Michael Czaplinski
Kelly Daviscourt
Judy Dittmer
Kristine Echigo
Susan Engman
Andrew Findley and  

Alice Aronchick
James Foxcurran
Give with Liberty
Nancy and Shelby Glidden-White
Ken Glover
Jennifer Goforth Stead and 

Robert Stead
Catherine Golden
Michael Guidon
Faye Harold
Carlos Harper
Ronnie Hood
Billy Howard
Audrey Hwang and Joel Ing
Sandra Johnson
Sarah and John Katsandres
Sheryl, Alex, and Kai Borton
Theresa Kim
Ms. Karen Kline
Bruce Leaverton
Erika Martin
Michael McLaughlin
Kristyn Myhre
Melissa Nathanson and  

Jerry Farstad
Kellie Newton and Jeffrey Blank
Bob Norikane
Anthony O’Neal
Trudi Picciano
Kaitlin Pleas
Mike Quinn

Matthew and Lisa Quinn
Willard Rance
Betsy & Marshall Rose
Christine Seiler and Jeff Parkins
Steven and Lynda Shelton
Margaret Sigley
Ronald and Carol Simon
Ruban Sivanesan
Angela Staiger
Jennifer Thies
Mark Trumbauer
Caroline Umeda
United Way of Central and 

Northeastern Connecticut
United Way of Thurston County
Melissa Walker-Ramsey
Robert Weller and  

Monica Romano
Wells Fargo
Sue Wendel
Deborah Wilkinson
In Honor or Memory of
In Memory of Rose Chavez
	 Susan Engman
In Honor of Aethan Crowley
	 W. Kenneth LaForce and 

Cathryn Booth-LaForce
In Memory of Dorothy Ellertson
	 Steve and Debbie Butler
	 Andrew Findley and  

	 Alice Aronchick
In Honor of Christine Harkins
	 Teresa Harkins
In Memory of William Hintz
	 Ms. Jean Alvord Rhodes
In Memory of Bill and Leta 

Hooper and Winifred and 
John Orvold

		  Bill and Judith Hooper
In Honor of Dan & Irene Hunter
	 David and Linda McCammon
In Honor of Ivan Inslee
	 Bing Bing and Kai Lei Cutter
In Honor of Boden S. Johnson
	 Betsy and Marshall Rose
In Memory Of Brian Katz
	 Paul and Brenda Katz
In Honor of Lilly Kindred
	 Kathleen and Jack Kindred
In Honor of Calla Maxwell
	 Jannah-Rae Mike
In Memory Of Judith A. Moore
	 Beth Clark
	 Ms. Jean Alvord Rhodes

In Honor of Cannon Pereira
	 Tony Pereira
In Honor Rowdy Smallwood
	 Ronnie Hood
In Honor of Chris White
	 Marnie and Chris White

Boyer also received many other 
substantial in-kind donations.  
Thanks to all our donors for their 
generous gifts!

 We value all contributions and try 
very hard to list and spell all names 
correctly. If you find we made a mistake, 
we would appreciate it if you brought it to 
our attention. Thank you.

Donate online today at 
www.boyercc.org or send 

your gift to:
1850 Boyer Ave. East 

Seattle, WA 98112

Remember Boyer 
in your charitable 
giving this year.
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Boyer Children’s Clinic
1850 Boyer Ave. East  
Seattle, WA 98112
206-325-8477
www.boyercc.org

Wine & Theo Chocolate
Reception

Benefiting Boyer Children’s Clinic
6:30 P.M., Thursday, April 28, 2011

Theo Chocolate Factory
3400 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

Visit www.boyercc.org to register
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